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MOTTO 

Like climbing a mountain, bow down on the way up, stand up on the way down.  

 

 

Dedicated to, 

Myself  
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ABSTRACT 

Nugraha, Rena Rahmania. 2024. The Impact of War in Carl Sandburg’s “Masses”, 

“Grass” and “Among the Red Guns”. A Research Paper, Faculty of Law and 

Language. University of Stikubank (UNISBANK) Semarang. Supervisor: 

Yulistiyanti, S.S., M.Hum.  

This study examines how Carl Sandburg's poems Masses, Grass, and Among the Red 

Guns illustrate the terrible consequences of war on both society and soldiers. This 

study employs a qualitative methodology and focuses on metaphor analysis to reveal 

the impact of war in these poems. The researcher discovered and examined metaphors 

in the poems, looking at their literal and symbolic interpretations, contextual 

relevance, and contribution to the overall content, as well as comparing how they 

affected the poem's meaning. In the poem Masses, there are metaphors that compare 

the poor to crags, tides, and stars and patient to darkness of night. In the poem Grass 

there is a metaphor comparing I am to the grass. In the poem Among the Red Guns, 

there are metaphors compare Heart to Free blood, campaign to dreams, and heads to 

heavy. The impacts of war on society and soldiers in the poem Masses are poverty 

and the social gap. In the poem Grass is death or casualty. In the poem Among the 

Red Guns are violence, physical and mental illness, death, and loss. The research 

demonstrates that Sandburg's use of metaphor effectively depicts the destructive 

impacts of war, both on an individual and social level, providing a piercing 

condemnation of its long-term influence.     

Keywords: Poetry, War, Metaphor, Carl Sandburg 
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ABSTRAK 

Nugraha, Rena Rahmania. 2024. The Impact of War in Carl Sandburg’s “Masses”, 

“Grass” and “Among the Red Guns”. Tugas Akhir Pemenuhan Sebagai Persyaratan 

Pemberian Gelar Program Sarjana Program Studi Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Hukum dan 

Bahasa Universitas Stikubank (UNISBANK) Semarang. Pembimbing: Yulistiyanti, 

S.S., M.Hum. 

Penelitian ini mengkaji bagaimana puisi Carl Sandburg Masses, Grass, dan Among 

the Red Guns menggambarkan dampak buruk perang terhadap masyarakat dan 

tentara. Penelitian ini menggunakan metodologi kualitatif dan berfokus pada analisis 

metafora untuk mengungkap dampak perang dalam puisi-puisi tersebut. Peneliti 

menemukan dan mengkaji metafora dalam puisi, melihat interpretasi literal dan 

simboliknya, relevansi kontekstual, dan kontribusinya terhadap keseluruhan isi, serta 

membandingkan pengaruhnya terhadap makna puisi. Dalam puisi Masses, terdapat 

metafora yang membandingkan the poor dengan crags, tides, and stars, dan patient 

dengan darkness of night. Dalam puisi Grass terdapat metafora yang membandingkan 

I am dengan the grass. Dalam puisi Among the Red Guns terdapat metafora 

membandingkan Heart dengan Free blood, campaign dengan dreams, dan heads 

dengan heavy. Dampak perang terhadap masyarakat dan tentara dalam puisi Masses 

adalah kemiskinan dan kesenjangan sosial. Dalam puisi Grass adalah kematian atau 

korban. Dalam puisi Among the Red Guns terdapat kekerasan, penyakit fisik dan 

mental, kematian, dan kehilangan. Penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa penggunaan 

metafora Sandburg secara efektif menggambarkan dampak perang yang merusak, 

baik pada tingkat individu maupun sosial, memberikan kecaman yang tajam atas 

pengaruh jangka panjangnya.  

Kata kunci: Puisi, Perang, Metafora, Carl Sandburg 
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