
i 

 

Racial Discrimination in Kate Chopin's Desiree's Baby 

 

A Researcher Paper (S-1) 

Submitted in Partial Fulfilment of 

the Requirements for an 

Undergraduate Degree (SS) in 

English Language and Literature 

By 

Ana Fitriyanti 

19.03.52.0015 

 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LAW AND LANGUAGE STUDIES 

STIKUBANK UNIVERSITY 

 2024 



ii 

 

PAGE OF APPROVAL 

A Research Paper entitled ' Racial Discrimination in Kate Chopin's Desiree's 

Baby' is written by Ana Fitriyanti / 19.03.52.0015 has been accepted for approval 

by the Board of Examiners, FBIB Universitas Stikubank (UNISBANK) Semarang 

upon presentation and oral examination conducted on this twenty sixth Day of 

September, 2024 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS 

Chairperson      Secretary 

 

 

Yulistiyanti, S.S, M.Hum  Dr. Agnes Widyaningrum, S.E., S.P, M.Pd. 

       NIDN. 06260772          NIDN. 0604017201 

 

Member 

 

 

Endang Yuliyani Rahayu, S.S., M.Pd. 

NIDN. 0629076801 

 

 

Dean Faculty of Law and Language Studies 

 

 

Dr. Agnes Widyaningrum, S.E., S.P, M.Pd. 

NIDN. 0604017201 

 

ii 



iii 

 

SUPERVISOR APPROVAL 

This is to certify that a Research Paper entitled “Racial Discrimination 

in Kate Chopin’s Desiree’s Baby” has met the necessary requirements for 

further examination  and approval by the Board of Examiners, FHB Stikubank 

University (UNISBANK) Semarang. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iv 

 

 

SURAT PERNYATAAN KESIAPAN UJIAN AKHIR 

 
Saya, ANA FITRIYANTI dengan ini menyatakan bahwa laporan yang berjudul : 

 

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN KATE CHOPIN’S DESIREE’S BABY 

 
adalah benar hasil karya saya dan belum pernah diajukan sebagai karya ilmiah sebagian atau seluruhnya 

atau pihak lain.  

 

 
ANA FITRIYANTI 

19.03.52.0015 

 
Disetujui Oleh Pembimbing 
Kami setuju laporan tersebut diajukan untuk Ujian 
Semarang, 21 Agustus 2024 

YULISTIYANTI, S.S., M.Hum. 
Pembimbing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dokumen ini telah ditandatangani secara elektronik menggunakan sertifikat elektronik yang diterbitkan Digisign Unisbank. Untuk memastikan 
keasliannya, silahkan scan QRCode dan pastikan diarahkan ke alamat https://digisign.unisbank.ac.id 

1/1  



v 

 

 

SURAT PERNYATAAN KEASLIAN TUGAS AKHIR/SKRIPSI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vi 

 

PAGE OF MOTO AND DEDICATION 

“Never give up before you die. Trust that God will always help you in every 

difficulty.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to: 

Ana Fitriyanti 

My parents 

My big family 

My honorable lectures  

My friends 

 



vii 

 

DECLARATION 

I hereby declare that this Final Project is entirely my original work and has never 

been used to apply for any other degree. In accordance with academic writing 

conventions, all ideas, findings, and works of others cited here have been properly 

recognized and accredited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Semarang, August 21, 2024  

The Researcher 

 

Ana Fitriyanti 

  



viii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

All praise be to Allah for giving grace and guidance to all of us, so that the 

researcher can complete this research as a final project. Researchers can complete 

a final project entitled "Racial Discrimination in Kate Chopin's Desiree's Baby". 

The researcher would like to say gratitude to: 

1. Dr. Agnes Widyaningrum, S.E., S.Pd., M.Pd., as Dean of the Faculty of Law and 

Language, University of Stikubank (UNISBANK) Semarang, who has guided 

students. 

2. Yulistiyanti, S.S., M.Hum., as the Head of the English Literature Study Program 

and a Supervisor who has accompanied and given directions very well and 

patiently during the thesis work. 

3. My parents, who always support me. 

4. To all my friends who have supported and helped me during in Semarang.  

This research is far from perfect, researchers need feedback and suggestions to 

be better in the future. Finally, the researcher hopes that this research will be useful 

for readers, especially students in the Department of English Literature. 

 

 



ix 

 

TABLE  OF CONTENT 

 

PAGE OF APPROVAL .......................................................................................... ii 

SUPERVISOR APPROVAL ................................................................................. iii 

SURAT PERNYATAAN KESIAPAN UJIAN AKHIR........................................ iv 

SURAT PERNYATAAN KEASLIAN TUGAS AKHIR/SKRIPSI ...................... v 

PAGE OF MOTO AND DEDICATION ............................................................................vi 

DECLARATION .................................................................................................. vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................... viii 

TABLE  OF CONTENT ........................................................................................ ix 

ABSTRAK ........................................................................................................... xiii 

ABSTRACT ......................................................................................................... xiv 

CHAPTER I ............................................................................................................ 1 

INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................. 1 

1.1. Background of the Study ...................................................................... 1 

1.2. Statements of the Problems ....................................................................... 5 

1.3. Objectives of the Study ......................................................................... 5 

1.4. Scope of the Study ................................................................................ 5 

1.5. Significance of the Study ...................................................................... 6 

1.6. Approach of the Study .......................................................................... 6 



x 

 

1.7. Organization of the Paper ..................................................................... 7 

CHAPTER II ........................................................................................................... 9 

SYNOPSIS OF DESIREE’S BABY AND THE BIOGRAPHY OF KATE 

CHOPIN .................................................................................................................. 9 

2.1. Synopsis of Desiree’s Baby ...................................................................... 9 

2.2. Biography of Kate Chopin ...................................................................... 12 

CHAPTER III ....................................................................................................... 15 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ............................................................ 15 

3.1. Previous Studies ...................................................................................... 15 

3.2. Literature ................................................................................................. 17 

3.2.1. Essay ............................................................................................. 17 

3.2.2. Novels ........................................................................................... 17 

3.2.3. Drama ............................................................................................ 18 

3.2.4. Poetry ............................................................................................ 19 

3.2.5. Short Story .................................................................................... 19 

3.3. The Intrinsic Elements of Short Story..................................................... 19 

3.3.1. Theme ........................................................................................... 20 

3.3.2. Characters ..................................................................................... 20 

3.3.3. Plot ................................................................................................ 20 

3.4. Critical Race Theory ............................................................................... 21 

3.5. Discrimination ......................................................................................... 24 

3.5.1. Age Discrimination ....................................................................... 24 



xi 

 

3.5.2. Disability Discrimination .............................................................. 24 

3.5.3. Gender and Sexual Orientation Discrimination ............................ 24 

3.5.4. Religion or Belief Discrimination ................................................. 25 

3.5.5. Racial Discrimination ................................................................... 25 

3.6. The Causes of Racial Discrimination ..................................................... 27 

3.7. The Impacts of Racial Discrimination .................................................... 28 

CHAPTER IV ....................................................................................................... 29 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION .......................................................................... 29 

4.1. Types of Racial Discrimination Actions Are Reflected in Kate 

Chopin's Desiree's Baby ................................................................................ 29 

4.1.1. Verbal Racial Discriminations ...................................................... 29 

4.1.2. Non-Verbal Racial Discriminations .............................................. 33 

4.1.3. Gender Discrimination .................................................................. 40 

4.2. The Causes of Racial Discrimination in Kate Chopin’s Desiree’s 

Baby ............................................................................................................... 41 

4.2.1. Social Structure ............................................................................. 41 

4.2.2. ........................................................................................................ Internal 

Family ..................................................................................................... 44 

4.3. The Impacts of Discrimination  Reflected in The Main Characters of 

Desiree's Baby................................................................................................ 45 

4.3.1. Depression..................................................................................... 45 

4.3.2. Desperation ................................................................................... 47 



xii 

 

4.3.3. Powerless ...................................................................................... 48 

CHAPTER V ......................................................................................................... 51 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS ............................................................. 51 

5.1. CONCLUSIONS ..................................................................................... 51 

5.2. SUGGESTIONS ..................................................................................... 52 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ................................................................................................. 54 

LEMBAR BERITA ACARA REVISI .................................................................. 58 

LEMBAR BIMBINGAN ...................................................................................... 59 

SURAT KETERANGAN BEBAS PLAGIARISME ........................................... 60 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


