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ABSTRACT 

Michellina Pierrena Regiannanta. 2021. STRUCTURAL LINGUISTICS AS 

NEW CRITICISM STUDY APPLIED IN MOONSUN‟S “DON‟T LIE TO 

ME”. A research paper in a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for a 

Degree Award of Sarjana Sastra in English Language and Literature. 

Supervised by Dr. Agnes Widyaningrum, SE., S.Pd., M.Pd. Falculty of 

Language and Cultural Studies of Stikubank University.  

Keywords: Structural linguistics, Poem, New Criticism, MoonSun, Figurative 

language.  

Poetry is the works of symbol, code, words and language to arouse a writer‟s 

spirits and thoughts, while a poem is the organization of these verses. In this 

research study, the writer chooses to analyze the figurative languages found in 

Moonsun‟s “Don‟t Lie to Me” using structuralism linguistics theory developed by 

Saussure as a new criticism approach. This study focuses on: (1) to categorize the 

figurative languages found in the poem, (2) to explain how structuralism 

linguistics is applied to analyze figurative languages found in the poem, and (3) 

To describe the message that can be concluded from the figurative analysis in the 

poem “Don‟t Lie to Me”. The results of data are: (1) There are eight kinds of 

figurative language found in the poem titled “Don't Lie to Me” by Moonsun, they 

are: simile, personification, apostrophes, hyperbole, symbol, euphemism, 

symploce and synecdoche. For example: (a) Simile is found in the first stanza at 

first line „like a splinter in my soul‟. The line has the word like which indicates 

associations, to describe what the speaker feels about the crack and fracture she 

feels in her inner soul. (b) Personification is found in the first stanza at second line 

„let my mind come to a rest‟ to describe the fatigue that she feel inside her mind 

because of the many emotions that constantly bugging her. (2) The concept of 

new criticism and the theory of structuralism linguistics by Saussure helped the 

writer to analyze and categorize the figurative language in the poem with the 

specific procedure as follows: First, the writer is reading the poem and identifying 

the figurative language in the poem. Next, the writer finds the form which the sign 

takes (signifier). After finding the signs, finally, the writer explains and deciphers 

the meaning of the sign (signified), following the theory of Saussure. (3) The 

meaning of the poem is mental issues the speaker constantly battles and how it 

impacted her view of the world. In other words: (1) there eight figurative 

languages in the poem. (2) The procedure of analysis using structuralism 

linguistics are: the writer is reading and identifying the figurative language. Next, 

the writer finds signifier and signified. (3) The meaning of the poem is mental 

issues the speaker constantly battles and how it impacted her view of the world, 

are the conclusions of this research.  
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